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           HEPHZIBAH COMPREHENSIVE HIGH SCHOOL 

2022-2023 Current Issues Syllabus
                                                                                    

9th -12th Grade Current Issues-Room 210
Mr. Warren- Course Syllabus 2022-23
Email address: warreal@boe.richmond.k12.ga.us  Phone Number: (706)-592-2089

Course Description 
This class is designed to provide students with the opportunity to discuss, understand, and explore local, national, international, political, economic and social issues in a respectful, meaningful, and active way. Throughout the term, students will stay up to date on current issues and trends. Because the subject of this class is “contemporary,” topics will vary considerably depending on the current news cycle. Students will be challenged to defend their opinions on many different issues. 
Course Objectives 
Students will independently research a current world issue or event for the purpose of finding the truth of the issue. Students will present and defend their opinions and findings on their topic. 
Textbooks/Resources/Topics 
No textbooks will be issued to students for this class. Materials for discussion will come from a wide variety of sources. Topics will include: 

A. Local, National, and International news relating to political, economic and social issues as they occur 

B. Ongoing Domestic Issues - President and his Administration, Federal Budget, Deficit and Consumer Debt, 

Constitutional Rights, Education and Health Care Reform, Immigration Reform, Crime and Drugs , Ongoing 

C. International Issues - Human Rights , Global Climate Change , Globalization and Free Trade ,Terrorism 

Other notes:  There will be unit tests, a mid-term and a final test. There is no time to get behind and catch up later in this class. Students are expected to do their best, to do their tasks and assignments and to have a positive attitude towards their peers and learning goals.  I will make myself available to any student that needs help in this subject. Please speak with me in advance.
Assignments and Absences:  Students will receive a variety of assignments designed to enhance their learning. If a student is absent, the student is responsible for the missed assignment. Students who have an excused absence will be allowed five days to turn in the missed assignment. No work will be accepted after ten days late.  Students will keep a Journal and it is their responsibility to obtain notes for missed days. Your peers should have these notes so you should not have a problem obtaining them. Otherwise, you may see me during my planning period or immediately after school.
Course Assessment Plan/Grading Scale: This course will include many formative assessments. The course will also include unit and quarterly assessments. At the conclusion of the course, students are required to take the Final Test which will count as 20% of their final grade. For this course grades will be assigned as follows

Summative Assessments (Tests)  



       40%
Formative Assessments (Projects, Classwork, Quiz)     
                      60%
School Expectations

Follow all school rules and policies (REBEL Alert – PBIS).

     - Be Respectful 

     - Be Responsible 

     - Be Ready for Success

Classroom Expectations/ Classroom Procedures 
1. Walk into the classroom quietly and take your seat.

2. If you are tardy, you must have a pass from either the office or teacher that kept you late. 

3. If need be, sharpen your pencil or visit the wastebasket before class begins. This must be done within the first minute of coming to class.

4. As soon as you are seated, get out all materials needed for class. 

5. During assessments you are to raise your hand if you have a question and I will come to you. Always bring a book to read after you finish your test as not everyone will finish the test at the same time.

6. During class work, raise your hand and I will come to you and if I am with another student, wait patiently and I will get to your question.

8. If you are absent, it is your responsibility to check with me to see which assignments you missed. It is your responsibility to complete the assignments within 10 days or prior to the end of the quarter.

9. Do not stand up, pack your book bag, clear off your desk or leave the classroom until instructed to do so.

10. During a fire or tornado drill, remain calm and walk quietly to our designated areas.

11. During any announcements be quiet and listen until they are finished.

Classroom Consequences 

    All consequences will be aligned with the HHS school wide discipline plan.
1. Verbal warning

2. Written warning

3. Contact parent or guardian

4. Detention

5. Referral to office if offenses continue or warrant other intervention

Course Materials

Students will need a notebook/journal (3 Ringed Binder or a Notebook) to keep up with the Georgia standards and EQ’s (Essential Questions) we do during the nine weeks grading period as wells as the answers to the bell work and other required work.  The notebook needs a place they can keep their work until it is due.  There needs to be plenty of paper in the notebook for class assignments.  Notebooks will be checked 4 times in the semester for a project grade and they will be informally checked (unannounced) several times for a quiz grade.

Other Materials

Necessary: Pens/Pencils, 1 notebook                                                   Suggested: Colored Pencils/Makers


               
Conferences: In order to schedule a conference with your teachers, please contact the Guidance Office 706-592-2089

